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Without a crisis, without a storm in
the Gulf, we have $90 a barrel oil, and
it hit $92 today. I am going to conclude
my comments this evening with Amer-
ica needs a bona fide energy plan. We
need to open up the Outer Continental
Shelf where we are energy rich.

My legislation opens it up for natural
gas, and I hope we can get it consid-
ered. I will conclude with that chart.
Our bill says that the first 256 miles re-
main locked up, and you can only see
for 11 to 12 miles, so nobody will even
see it. It will not hurt the shoreline. It
won’t be unsightly. The second 25 miles
are options of the State. If they want
to open it, they can. The second 50
miles are open automatically for nat-
ural gas, but the States still have the
right to close it if they choose to. By
passing a law with the Governor’s sig-
nature, they can keep it closed for the
first 100 miles. The second 100 miles it
is open. That is a pretty soft bill. That
is not what I would like to do, but that
is what I hope to coax this Congress
into doing so we do something for nat-
ural gas.

We will give $150 billion in royalties
to the States, $100 billion for the treas-
ury, $32 billion for renewable energy.
That’s real money to help renewables;
not promises, real money; $32 billion
for carbon capture sequestration re-
search, and that can come from the
payments of royalties; $20 billion to
clean up the Chesapeake Bay, exactly
what they have been needing; $20 bil-
lion to clean up the Great Lakes res-
toration, exactly what they have been
needing; $12 billion for the Everglades;
$12 billion for the Colorado River basin;
$12 billion for the San Francisco Bay
restoration; and $10 billion to help the
poorest of Americans winterize their
homes and pay their heating bills in
the wintertime.

Folks, the NEED Act is the act Con-
gress needs to pass. We have 160-some
cosponsors. It is bipartisan. The gen-
tleman from Hawaii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE)
is my co-partner on this bill. It is the
bill that America needs to have in its
energy package, but neither the House
nor Senate are talking about it.

On top of natural gas and offshore,
we need to have a plan for nuclear, the
expansion of nuclear in America. We
need to have a plan where we are mov-
ing forward with coal to liquids and
coal to gas. We need to have a plan
where we push wind and solar and all
renewables. And yes, we should look at
many dams we have that are not har-
nessed, harnessing them for hydro.
There are many dams in America that
could be harnessed for hydro.

And yes, we need to do ethanol and
biodiesel and cellulosic ethanol. Land-
fill gas should never be flared. It should
all be plugged into the energy pipeline.
We need to get serious about not wast-
ing energy in America, conserving en-
ergy in America, and producing energy
for Americans that is affordable and
available so this winter they can afford
to heat their homes, they can afford to
run their businesses, and the jobs will
not be pushed offshore.
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High energy prices have pushed more
jobs offshore than any other fact that
this Congress talks about. And energy
has the potential of pushing almost
every manufacturing and processing
job that is left in America offshore if
we don’t deal with the energy issue.
Energy is a crisis for the future eco-
nomic viability of America.

I challenge this Congress, both bodies
and the White House, to get serious
about it. Affordable, available energy
for America, we could do no more.
That’s the least we can do to make
sure Americans have the quality of life
that they should have, they have a
right to, and they deserve.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mrs. DAVIS of California (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today on ac-
count of San Diego wildfires.

Mr. DEFAZIO (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today after 3:45 p.m.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas
(at the request of Mr. HOYER) for today
on account of a death in the family.

Ms. KILPATRICK (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today after 2 p.m.

Mr. DREIER (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of in-
specting wildfire damage in California
with the President.

Mr. MCHENRY (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today after 1 p.m. on ac-
count of personal reasons.

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at
the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today
after 3 p.m. on account of personal rea-
sons.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. HIRONO, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SMITH of Washington, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PRICE of Georgia) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, November 1.

Mr. DENT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. TiM MURPHY of Pennsylvania, for
5 minutes, today.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, November 1.

Mr. ROHRABACHER, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. RAMSTAD, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, for 5 minutes,
today.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, for 5
minutes, October 30.

———
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 995. An act to amend Public Law 106—
348 to extend the authorization for estab-
lishing a memorial in the District of Colum-
bia or its environs to honor veterans who be-
came disabled while serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 39 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, Octo-
ber 29, 2007, at 12:30 p.m., for morning-
hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3879. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Suspension of Community Eligibility [Dock-
et No. FEMA-7989] received October 1, 2007,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

3880. A letter from the Attorney, Office of
Assistant General Counsel for Legislation
and Regulatory Law, Department of Energy,
transmitting the Department’s ‘Major”
final rule — Energy Conservation Program
for Commercial Equipment: Distribution
Transformers Energy Conservation Stand-
ards; Final Rule [Docket No. EE-RM/STD-00-
550] (RIN: 1904-AB08) received October 17,
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3881. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Mgmt. Staff, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Uniform Com-
pliance Date for Food Labeling Regulations
[Docket No. 2000n-1596] received October 1,
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3882. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Mgmt. Staff, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Food Addi-
tives Permitted for Direct Addition to Food
for Human Consumption; Polydextrose
[Docket No. 2006F-0059] received September
17, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3883. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Mgmt. Staff, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Advisory Com-
mittee; Risk Communication Advisory Com-
mittee; Establishment — received October 1,
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3884. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator, Office of Diversion Control,
Department of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Designation of
Oripavine as a Basic Controlled Substance
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